l.

In Diwali special publication of" Ananda vikatan" weekly magazine in the year
1971, an article appeared in which it was written that Sri Adi Shankaracharya
established "shan matam" ,I.e. worship of six Dieties meaning by resorting to any
one of them one can realise the ultimate truth. Accordingly, one can worship
Ganapati (Gaanaapatyam), kaartikeya (kaumaaram), Shiva (shaivam), shakti
(shaktam), Vishnu (Vaishnavism) & Sun (sauram).

Sri Krishna swamy Iyengar, author of monthly magazine "Srivaishnava
sudarsanam"& publisher of many research books & srivaishnava sampradaya
books gave a fitting reply refuring this claim of adi shankara being the establisher
of shan mataas. This reply was published as a book named "Shankara &
vaishnavism" in Tamil. I would like to present some excerpts from the book for the
benefit fit of those who cannot read Tamil.

2.

There is no basis for the claim that Adi Shankara established six worships except
in works like shankara vijayam which were composed within 500 years. There is
no basis for this in the works of previous advaitacharyas like Adi shankara & other
great acharyas. In works of great acharyas shat darsana (six philosophies)
considered were Boudhdham, Vaisheshikam, Naiyaayikam, jainism, kapila
saankhyam & Patanjalu's yogam. Since Gaanaapathyam etc shan matams are not
found in any works prior to 500 years, it is clear such imagination has occurred
within last 500 years. From the works of Adi Shankara which are accepted by all
researchers like his commentaries on Brahma sutras, Bhagavad Gita, Upanishads
& Vishnu sahasranaam, it is quite evident that acharya did not establish these six
worships.

Let us see some of the evidences for this from his commentarys.



While commentating on a sentence from Brihad aaranyakopanishad, Shankara

writes "3:- STIZART ARIVTE: gieq-gereieadny  aoafd-FHamfa e, iaT:-
IEHATCT, TN o STTHT - el HH = HeVIHTH < SeqaereioneHag”

(Thus Ishwara whose name is Narayana controls the earth god in his activities by
staying within him. That ishwara is atmaa for you, me & all).

Thus though in the vedic text name of almighty is not mentioned, acharya writes
that his name is Narayana. While commenting thus acharya has the sentence of

Subaalopanishad in his mind which says "% gt TR - f&=at 99 went AR,
Thus Shankara has clearly shown that Narayana is that controlling atma or GOD.
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For this bhashya of Shankara,following is the vaartika (meaning) given by
traditional advaitaacharya:

T SATIT ST SGTCHT SalTd BTi-eh]

STRHES SgT: MO fed el

AAT: USRI FHSHAHE |
FeRAT=qftceH ST agir = Hiel|
T FHISE] Gar 7o TomTerH|
AU frsam qaTy CHTeHH |
TaHS EH e HT TR
SFefarfay wRTITS: TeN: forfarsadi|




(Krishnadvaipaayan named vyaasa who removes the darkness of ignorance himself
by being embodiment of vedas for the sake of redemption of jivas has said this
many times; Narayana is beyond the moola prakruti called avyaktam; and from
that avyaktam, andam (a group of 14 lokaas) came into existence. In that andam
are these planets (lokaahaa) & this earth with seven islands (continents).
Namaskaaram to that Narayana who is attributeless & also with attributes & who is

paramatma to all devas. The great (EIT’%:) knowers of vedas chant the (Taittreeya)

Narayana mantras for Him alone).

Thus the vaartikacharya says that shankara accepted Narayana alone as supreme
GOD following the path shown by vyasa.

Age-old advaita teekacharya Anandagiri who composed teeka (detail explaination)
for this vaartika has written as below:

" Sheet, QUOTTHTSTHS FISfenmerd| foheq ocaeiudicare-uanafdl" gesfiein <o fasanem
TRV |forsam ATE0R SaHaRH T T SRTTS: WAl JaTelfofes: Sfaat o es fof-—e: 137
Hériﬁessam‘:ll”

(Narayana is not only to be known from puranas & aagamaas but also He is known
from vedas.This is expressed in the shloka TdHd (in vaartikaa).The Narayana

anuvaaka mantra which begins with "sahasra sheersham devam" is said by
knowers of vedas for antaryami.Hence Narayana is vedapratipadya antaryami only
is the meaning.)". Thus the teekaacharya established that Narayana alone is the
param supreme tatva of vedas.
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In Chaandogya upanishad there is sentence which starts with "brahma dT ScHgra
3TET" lists the creatures created by brahma. In that while commentating on
sentance "Svg: d¥UT: TIAT rudraha", Sri Shankara says "Seg:Gdlell
{TSTT... Rudraha GR[ATH". By wriring so ,Shankara shows that rudra who is pasupati

is a created being,



While Shankar completely refutes Sakhy, nyay, and Shaiv and shakt agmas, he
pauses to accept aradhana and Narayan partvam of Pancharatra.
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While commentating on brahma sutra "3c9cddFAAIT" (2-2-4) which discusses
about pancharatra agama ,Sri Shankara writes "da Wﬁlﬁ ASH AR
SSIEIG TTHG: THETHT Faiedr.. 3 a1 Ffhadl... Tafu & swEarshemare
VT ARSI AT qa iy = il

(I do not refute the statements of Pancharaatris that Narayana is beyond avyakata,
He is well known paramatma, He is sarvaatmaa. I also do not reject their practice
of worshipping Bhagavan by precedures of abhigamanam etc. without the mind
thinking about any other (deity)".

Here Adi Shankara has shown that Narayana alone is Paramaatma & that it is his
opinion too to worship Narayana without thinking about other devatas as stated in
Pancharaatra agama.

In Gita bhashyam, Sri Shankara writes the mangala shloka "TIRTIUT: QﬁS&I?Fl?[
FISHSREY | HUSHTAcaH TehT: THEIAT = HigHT|"




(as quoted by vaartikaacharya shown in post 4) which shows Narayana as cause for
all creations.

Then in preface he writes "1 Al TR %FGU\[: TS Braahmanaha

Braahmanasya = S0} Qoferl| SHQSTERI HO0T: fohet Harva

(The first cause of universe Vishnu who is called Narayana ,in order to protect
braahmanaas & braahmanatvam was born as Krishna to Devaki & Vasudeva) thus
upholding the paratatvam of Vishnu.
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In Gita bhashyam while commentating on many shlokas ,Adi Shankara has shown
that Narayana alone is Paramaatmaa.Some of the shloka bhasyam are as under:

In bhashya of shloka (6-47), acharya says "I HAIM- ESTGITICURIOT, HITH-
AR TS FHTTEH, STCHAT-37A 0, SGTAH-HGH: 6], HTd-dad, AT 7 & H-
m,gmqu:-a%w Ieh:, Tq:-3Tea: 3" (The yogi who worships me with

mindful dedication is alone greater than yogis who worship rudra,sun etc.).

9

On the shloka of Gita (7-23), Sri Shankara says

"FHAIA-TATM T el W T Wil HCTHEHT T TR IS 3id S90Sl d 9o,
AT Hesehl: ATH-d AT GH S ARE AHE | Tidqa=d b, el @
HTAL id FAShIY ST AT |

(People worshipping other gods being of meagre intellect receive only meagre
fruits by worshipping them. Worshippers of other gods are called devyajaha. They
attain those gods. My devotees attain me. Thus though the worshippings efforts



being same these people do not worship me for the sake of limitless eternal fruits.
Alas!what a tragedy! thus Bhagvaan expresses His sorrow.)
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On the shloka of Gita (9-23 to 25) Sri Shankara says

HIH qcqeish IS g |[evrataahaa 39 AT~ oo Arfd fUqvrataahaa.. STl
fortTersh wTqToT S fTae ATf YAt -SATT: ST, HeTS: -HESHRIAT osurET:
HT UG AT AT ST HHT T TSI ST/ o ASTHAHTST: Hafed gered:||"

(Those who worship other gods they too worship me alone but with ignorance.
Deva worshippers attain devaas, Pitru worshippers attain Pitrus, worshippers of
bhutaas attain vinayaka, Maatrugana, Chaturbhagini etc. bhutaas. Worshippers of
me, the vaishnavas attain me alone. Worshippers of others, though the efforts being
same, because of ignorance of the fact that [ am the swami of all yagyas, do not
attain me. Hence they get meagre fruits only .This is the meaning.).

Thus acharya has strongly expressed his views like a stone inscription.
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In Brahmasutra bhashyam for Yaavadadhikaaraadhikaranam Sri Shankara writes
"FAHHRISTY brahmana T HIFE: T &% S SRIGMI Thwdeald Tgeivd”

Meaning: skanda or kartikeya was an incarnation of Sanatkumar & not of
Paramatma or Param Ishwara.



Veda says "dHd: I g9t WA HchAR: T Thee geTaed”| keeping this in mind
Sri Shankara gave such a bhashyam .It is popular in the puranas that Sanatkumara
was son of Bramha. His jivatvam & his being vibhuti of Bhagavan are too known

in puraanaas. By the Bhagavad vakyam "BATE The:" in Gita too, vibhuti

roopam of skanda is established.

Hence skanda is said to be aadhikaarika purusha in the above mentioned
adhikaranam too of Brahma sutra, kaumaara matam is refuted.
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Veda vakyas like " o g1 Afe, "iisafa g2, "7 HArfecd fag=Triecara=a:"

("There the sun does not shine","By whose fear sun rises", "One who is in the sun
..") establish jivatvam of sun. Sri Shankara too in many places has mentioned
aadhikaarika purushatvam of sun.

Hence Sri Shankara established jivatvam of shiva, shakti, Vinayaka, skanda &
surya etc by his own sentences. He has roared about the paratvam of Narayana in
many places in his bhashyas.

He has never ever attributed jivatvam or Aadhikaarika purushatvam to Vishnu
even in light vein.Hence religion of Adi Shankara is vaishnavam only.
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It can be asked let Sri Shankara uphold Vishnu but what is the harm in accepting
paratva for other gods? In that case it will result in many ishwaras .Sri Shankara



while commentating on Gita shloka beginning with " A I [reh: HAIS;
states that

" = TIEH: e I AR A T8 $3acd AWeld FhgeRcd SRR : [coTceH
T ATEE-A1  GHeId el T S1T: ST ereh: T’

(There is no one equal to you because otherwise if there are more than one
ishwara, jagat vyavahara will be in chaos). Thus acharya having refuted the
existence of more then one ishwara established Vasudava as the only Param
Ishwara who is devoid of none equal or above Him.
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While commentating on Vishnu sahasranaam explaining the naam "§¥9dq", Sri

Shankara writes "HFIeh SHEH( TEshTRITI T f I HIHaH: "

(The one who destroys the jagat through His vibhutis Rudra,Kala etc..). Thus
acharya has expressed that Rudra is one of the vibhuti of Bhagavan & not param
Ishwara.
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Again while explaining the name "9d Tg%al", Sri Shankara writes "‘ﬂfﬁ T g U
o wEEtsar 3fd ar ‘ﬂfl'ﬁl%% ". Thus acharya intends that Vishnu is really

Maheshwar while Maheshwaratam of siva etc are aupachaarikam means they are
called maheshwar due to respect. While commentating on TR, acharya says

"G STy TTSATY TN JAT HieTheAIdeallield Hesa" meaning Vishnu worship

is greater than worship of others, as He is the giver of moksham.
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Sri Shankara writes while commentating on "JTEG RISl in his Brahmasutra
bhashyam that "JUTHl SWEM @Alodl HeeTRd= SOAISRERR =Iican qread

SSATEHIASIA heed A", (Savita (sun god) after completing his tenure of

thousand yuga experiences kaivalyam devoid of rise & set).

Here too Sri Shankara says that sun god too is a adhikaarika purusha & not param
Ishwara thus refuting Soura matam in which sun god is held as supreme ishwara,
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While commentating on mantra "dg foum: ot 9d" (3-9), acharys writes

"efq, forur: -2To Y& Brahmanas:: TRHTCHAT STEQEETE, TH -3k, T&-ET".

Since he writes Vasudeva for the word Vishnu & since for word padam instead of
writing swaroopam, he writes staanam (abode), acharya has considered here
attainment of abode of saguna brahmam & he considers Vishnu alone to be saguna
brahmam.

Even whenever acharya gives example of symbolic worship, he mentions
"Saalagraame émg gfm:", "er yfaat %WHT%@%:" & not "feft RTEMW:" Thus

acharya's contemplation is always on Bhagavan Narayana,
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Sri Shankara in Gita bhashya at many places writes "4 TF AR (9-22),
"qrgeaTed Whrahma Yd" (15-3) meaning Narayana is parabrahma, paramatma but

never ever described Shiva etc. by such words.On the contrary mentions that these
gods are created by saguna brahma Narayana.
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Generally present day advaitins say Bramha, Vishnu & Rudra are same & thet
there is no difference between them. Such a thinking is proved to be wrong by Sri
Shankara in his bhashyas.

Gita bhashya shloka (8-16 "ﬁh‘l{ q: coId: A AT YA AT 3fd? IA-T
bramha¥[dTd, -bramha¥[d+ bramha Tl gered:, 31 bramha¥{a-Td- ¥ bramha SIET]
QATeRT: |l YATE i “Gra i ST, Hi Toh U q el Tsti-H e e F oerd”

(People who attain others & not yourself, do they return to this world? listen
answer to this. Bramhabhuvanam means bramha's place. All places upto
bramhaloka have the nature of return to this world.But those who attain me alone
do not return). Here acharya writes that krishna shows the vast difference between
bramha & Himself.

Gita shloka (11-37)

"Bramhan;:-fetoermenty  smfeeshdi-ror". Here acharya writes that arjuna says

krishna 1s the cause of bramha too.

Gita shloka(4-16)Sri  Shankara writes the meaning of "ﬂjlﬂT $3a:"as

"bramhaafeEdTTI-aHT $2a%:"(One who has nature of controlling everything from

bramha to tiny grass).Here acharya shows that among the controlled jivas, bramha
is the first & Krishna is the natural controller of him.
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While commentating on names" 3cehd &3]c", acharya writes

"TSIOT TS fof=reuor s SUfd 3fd S[ashd AR UHSEE SR Sl
femredifer A sycrehe Hearumfemgrer syt ferfa ot et qrsRrfar gia am sy




(By attaining rajo guna in the form of bramha creates & hence is called
bhootakrut,By attaining tami guna in the form of rudra destroys & hence also
bhootakrut.By attaining satva guna He protects the creations ,holds them & make
them flourish & hence He is called bhootabrut".

Sri Shankara who wrote that by having forms of raajasik Bramha & taamasik
Rudra, he could have writtem by taking form of saatvik Vishnu he protects but
instead wrote" by attaining satva guna, he protects". Thus acharya intends that
Vishnu alone does creation & dissolution through Bramha & Rudra & Himself
directly does the protection .Thus acharya ,having attributed greater satva guna to
Vishnu & lower rajasik guna to Bramha & lowest taamasik guna to Rudra ,accepts
difference among the trimurtis in the vyavahaarika state.

Acharya has explicitly accepted Vishnu to be saguna bramha, & first place among
jivas to Bramha & second place to Rudra.
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while commentating on the word "PIETWIFHT" of Mundakopanishad (2-4),Sri

Shankara writes

"THQE frsUd: TR AR : ST AT STreHT”

(This dev who is known as Vishnu & Anantha, the foremost among those having
body & also one who has the universe as His body, is antaratma of everyone). Thus
in saguna tatva, first place is given to Vishnu by acharya.

Thus acharya has not considered someone above Vishnu which is evident from his
prasthanatraya bhashya & saharanaama bhashya & acharya has quoted from
satvika puranas like Vishnu purana & not touched the taamasa purana vaakyaas
which abuse Vishnu.
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Sri Shankara while commentating on first kaarikaa of Maandukyopanishad writes
"SSI AT TR0 : " (Ishwara who is known as Narayana).

In bhashya of Paanchataatra adhikarana of brahmasutra ,Sri Shankara that
Narayana is very much known in shruti ,smriti as Ishwara.("%ﬁ?ﬂ@ﬁ%wﬁmﬂw

EI'ﬁFIW‘I?["). In Gita bhashya too writes "8I T Y Hay i oll(jﬁal"(?s—?sO)
(In me who is pram ishwara ,omniscient sarvaatmaa Vasudeva), "I S %TGU\I”(S-S)
(In parameshara who is Vishnu), "qRy —El'l'{flﬁé tI"\'~a‘35134t"(4—.°>5), "SSITE %lmﬁ:"(%
14)," /s AR (7-15),"%9 Use-Joord &4"(11-3), "forsom:  qTHSeRE"(12-20),
"$FE foem:"(13-2), "HIY UL WAy GOR AEed”(13-18), "HRHTH! 3R
IRy 3l WHEE"(13-27), 'SP ANEU"(14-26), "WEA: S5O
TR (15-16),  "$3a0:-9dy:  ANEUTET:  SIFRfe:"(15-17), "3%at:-

SIFR:"(18-61).

While commentating on names like 33T, $%a%, 9K in Vishnu saharanaama

bhashya, Sri Shankara shows that meaning of common nouns like
ishwara,maheshwara ,ishaana, parameshwara etc. are applicable to Narayana alone,

But while commentating on the word Narayana ,he writes "dl(lqull@q:,ollgc\:olueq;
etc. considering them to be proper nouns. But acharya has never indicated in all of
his works, supreme as "SSANET:", "RHASAIET:", "SUTET:", "fRareT:",

"HESATEY:" Thus it can be concluded from Sri Shankara's prasthana traya &

Sahasranaam bhasya that acharya held Narayana alone as Saguna Brahman & other
gods as jivas being controlled by HIM.

Now let us find out the reasons for present non praamaanika advaitins not
accepting Vishnu as supreme in the next post.
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Five hundred ago advaitins had accepted th Vishnu paratvam which is crystal clear
from the works of advatins.During the period of Appaiya Deekshit within 500
years ago, severe endeavour was undertaken to establish shiva paratvam in the
basis of vedas. During his period this attempt was vigorously refuted by
Srivaishnav acharyas like Mahaacharya & dvaitaacharyas. Having hurt by this
defeat, he & his followers composed many false works. Those were:

1. They composed some upanishads holding shiva as param & claimed upanishads
are 108.

2. They made the advaitins to apply bhasma tiryak pundaram who were applying
urdhva pundram with gopi chandan (today too we can see some of the advaitins
wearing this urdhva pundram).

3. They composed Srikandabhashyam on brahma sutras claiming shaiva
vishishtaadvaitam. No one follows this sampradayam now.

4. Stotras on shiva, shakti, Ganapati, kartikeya etc.were composed in the name of
Adi Shankara. These stotras have not be quoted by any advaitacharya before 500
years.

5. They composed "Shankara vijayam" in which it is mentioned that sri Shankara
defeated Neelakanda (so that people will believe that Srikanda bhashyam is



ancient) & that Sri Shankara established "shan Ad"(so that it can be believed that it

1s ancient).
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Shakti is Shiva's wife, Kartikeya & Ganapati are Shiva's sons. Shiva & Ganapati
are jivas created by Narayana as per Sri Shankara is shown in the previous

posts."HToefa H:x’ffi; (the sun rises being afraid of lord), Such vedic sentences

declares sun to be a jiva who is afraid of Supreme .Those who worship this sun
gets meagre results says Shankara .This is also shown is shown before.

Even children will appreciate the fact that the Sri Shankara would not have
established Shaivam & Souram which claim supremacy for these gods .When it is
shown that Sri Shankara could not have established shaivism where Shiva is
supreme, it is but natural that Shankara could not have established shaaktam,
Ganapathyam & kaumaram for his wife, & both the sons where they are
considered supreme. The prasthana traya bhashyas which were done by Sri
Shankara for establishing the tatva (Truth), nowhere has mentioned Shiva as
supreme Godhead. On the contrary ,he has roared in hundreds of places in his
bhashya that Narayana alone is Supreme GODhead who creates, sustains &
destroys these gods.

If one says that in the stotras of these gods, he has claimed supremacy for them, the
reply is since these stotras were not quoted anywhere by any advaitaacharya before
the period of Appaiya deekshit, it is evident that these were composed by advaitins
in last 500years. Just by the statement found at the end of these stotras that they are
composed by shankaracharya, how can one infer that they are Sri Shankara's
compositions? They could have been composed by pontiffs of shankara muttas
established in name of Sri Adi Shankara. Hence how can say that Sri Shankara

established six worships, (YO Hd)?
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If it is said that in biographical works like " Shankara Vijayam" ,it is claimed that
Adi Shankara established the "SUT HdT:"(six religious sects),reply to this is that

those works were composed within 500 years as per research scholars .Adi
Shankara's period was many centuries earlier than these works.How to accept
against his authentic works that he established these six religious sects?"Shankara
Vijayam" mentions about Udayana,Bhaskara,Abhinabhinavagupta whose periods
were after Adi Shankara's period & it also mentions Sri Harsha who existed after
even Sri Ramanuja .Hence it can be inferred that the work is not authentic .It is
unknown anywhere that there can be a sect for a male claiming supremacy for him
& at the same time sects for his wife,& his two sons where they too are claimed to
be supreme GODheads.If one says that such sects were established by one
person,will it not become laughing stock?The shaiva sidhdhaant claims that Shiva
took the forms of Ganapathy & Skanda.Then how can there be seperate sects like
Ganaapathyam & Kaumaaram?If it is so,then Vishnu's each incarnation should be
called as seperate sects.
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Thinking that if a lie is repeatedly said ,it will be accepted as truth,some advaitins
claim that Sri Adi Shankara composed many stotras on gods like
Shiva,Shakti,Ganapathy ,Skanda & that he established the six religious sects.By
applying one bramhaastra which will prove the unauthenticity of these claims,let
us conclude this article.

In the popular work "Naraayaneeyam" composed by 16Th century advaiti Sri
Narayana bhattadri,while proving the Narayana supremacy ,has written which is as
follows:

"ST AFUST AT Fehel§ AT
cdrAd AT A1 o g gatardr|
caleetscAT ¥ g ATHAEgEARIET



SATEATAHTAEI TS Il aTedie | 1"

( Adi Shankara who is impartial to Shiva & Vishnu has regarded you,Narayana , as
Saguna brahma in all of his works.He has commentated on works like
Sahasranaam(Gita,upanishads,brahmasutra) that these works aim at your
supremacy.At the end,Sri Shankara left for Nirvana by composing praise for you
alone)".

The sanskrit commentary on this shloka by an advaitin named Deshamangalavarya
is as follows:

T | SRRt $aTacaTeTa: IfoeeTse  faSuTo |ATHHGEARTEICT I3TET et
A M TEIA@ST  dgaEAf Rowaw  wrearg Al
fasoiRcdT AT 37 T HaEdfdw: MACTTCGHE](d Faa aifd

9

AeT AT RIaEgiau:||”

(Sr1 Shankara known as Bhagavadpaadaacharya wrote commentaries on works like
Sahasranama,Gita,(upanishads,brahmasutra)claiming your supremacy, Though he
could have commentated on these works claiming supremacy for Shiva (like
Appaiya deekshit who did it with great difficulty),he did them claiming Vishnu
supremacy .In end too, he attained moksha singing your praise in
SriVishnupaadaadikesha stotra & not by singing praise of Shiva,). Thus Narayana
bhattadri says that Sri Adishankara roared Vishnu to be saguna brahmam in all of
his works & that without indulging in praise of Shiva, he attained moksha by
singing praise of Vishnu alone.

Hence from all these proofs, it is evident that the stotras claimed to be composed
by Adi Shankara on gods like Shiva etc. & stories like he established six sect are
imaginations done within last 500 years.

Thus the translation work by Srinivasadasan of excerpts from the book
"Shankarum Vainavamum" written by Sri Ubhaya Vedantacharya S.Krishnaswamy
Iyengar is completed. This translation consists of 26 posts .This number indicates



26 tatvas of Srivaishnava sidhdhantam(24 prakriti tatvas,jivatma tatva &
Paramatma tatva) & if one considers the one subject discussed here it indicates one
tatva (parabrahma) of advaita sidhdhanta.

we are all grateful to the author of the book Sri Krishna swamy iyengar for
bringing out the truth.l am grateful to all the readers of this translation as their
encouraging response inspired me to complete this work,]I am grateful to Sri
Raghavendra rao swamy who asked me to write the translation & post it in
Traditional Sanatana dharma group of Facebook.

Jai Sri Ramanuja,



